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Coalway Community Infant School 

SEND Information Report 

 

Introduction 

At Coalway Community Infant School we are committed to supporting pupils with SEND 

in becoming independent learners who are able to reach their full potential. We provide 

all pupils with access to a broad and balanced curriculum which is adapted to meet their 

needs, creating an inclusive environment where provision is tailored to the needs and 

abilities of all pupils no matter how varied. 

We want all our pupils to thrive during their time within our school, as they move on in 

their educational journey and further through life supporting them to meet their full 

potential. 

 

A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she has a learning 

difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or 

her. The four broad areas of need which we provide for are: 

 Communication and interaction 

 Cognition and learning 

 Social, mental and emotional health 

 Sensory and/or physical (including visual and hearing impairment) 
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Who can I talk to about Special Educational Needs and Disabilities? 

School Staff 

The first person to talk to about your child’s needs is their class teacher.  

Special Needs Co-ordinator Mrs S Howell 

Head Teacher Mrs H Alliston 

Deputy Head Teacher Miss H Virgo 

Family Support Worker Ms L Mudway 
 

To speak to any member of staff, please make an appointment at the school office. 

 

Other Support Agencies 

Sometimes we may ask for advice from other agencies who can give advice or support 

to help your child. Parent’s/carers will always be involved in any decision to refer to 

outside agencies such as:  

 Advisory Teaching service 

 Educational Psychologist 

 Altus School (Alternative Provision) 

 Early Help 

 Speech and Language Therapist 

 School nurse 

 Community Paediatrician 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 

 Occupational Therapy 

 Physiotherapist 

 Teens In Crisis 

What does our school do for children with SEND? 

How we identify children with SEND 

When children first start at Coalway Community Infant School we have: transition 

meetings, home visits and discuss information passed on from their pre-school or 

previous school. 
 

We complete our own assessments and observations from school entry to build up a 

pattern. The teacher and the SENDCo will look carefully at all the information and 

identify any needs. 

Our first steps if SEND is identified 

If we think that your child could possibly have special educational needs or a 

disability, we will: 
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 Talk and listen to you as the family or carers 

 Involve your child 

 Provide appropriate support 

 Monitor your child 

 Involve other professionals if necessary 

 Communicate regularly with you 

 

Teaching and supporting children with SEND 

Coalway Community Infant School follows a graduated pathway to support children 

with identified SEND needs. Parents and carers will be involved at all stages. 

 

1. Quality First Teaching 

We offer all children quality first teaching by working at the right level for your child, 

using appropriate materials and planning extra support in class. Any concerns are 

raised with parents and the school SENDCo to identify next steps. Some children 

with a disability may be managed at this level as reasonable adjustments will be 

made.  

 

2. My Plan 

If we assess your child to have a SEN or have a disability which requires further 

intervention, they are named as SEND Support and will have access to additional 

intervention. Together with the child and parent, teachers will set short term targets 

and create a ‘My Plan’. School may ask for advice or support from other 

professionals and agencies, e.g. Speech and Language Therapist, Paediatrician, 

Early Help, Advisory Teachers. Your child may have specific interventions or 

individual support. 

 

3. My Assessment and My Plan + 

At a My Plan review, it may be decided that the My Plan is not meeting the needs of 

your child, or perhaps there are further needs identified that need to be explored. In 

this case, it may be decided to complete a My Assessment leading to a My Plan +. 

School will ask for advice or support from other professionals and agencies, e.g. 

Speech and Language Therapist, Paediatrician, advisory teachers. There may be 

times when a child will start at a My Plan + stage of the graduated pathway without 

first having a My Plan. 

 

The My Assessment will seek the views of your child, the parent/carer, school and 

other professionals who work with the family to help make a clear picture of the 

needs. There will then be a Team Around the Child meeting to bring together all 
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these people to help develop the My Plan +. This will be reviewed regularly. Your 

child may have specific interventions or individual support. 

 

4. Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 

A very small minority of children will have complex SEND which may need 

significantly higher levels of support. If this happens, the SENDCo will make a 

request to the Local Authority to undertake a full assessment of the child’s needs. 

The LA will then draw up an EHC plan for the child which will provide a high level of 

additional support. This will ensure long term support for your child and will be 

reviewed annually. 

 

How am I involved in my child’s education? 

Parents/carers, class teachers, the SENDCo and the children themselves all work 

together to ensure the best outcomes. Parents/carers will be invited regularly to 

discuss your child’s plan at parents evening, where decisions will be made about 

targets, evaluating progress and deciding on next steps.  

 

If your child has a My Plan Plus or an EHCP, you will be invited to regular multi-

agency meetings where everyone who is involved with your child will be invited to 

attend and discuss progress. 

 

If you would like to speak to someone about your child’s progress, please come into 

school and make an appointment with the class teacher, SENDCo, family support 

worker, Deputy Head or Head Teacher. 

 

What interventions and resources are available? 

All children benefit from a range of teaching and learning styles; an adapted 

curriculum; concrete materials; the use of IT and a broad range of extra-curricular 

activities. All pupils have access to activities, clubs and school visits. 

 

It may be appropriate to use an additional targeted intervention to help your child 

make better progress and catch-up with their peers. This could be extra group work 

or 1:1 support using specialist published materials. Currently we use a wide range of 

well-researched interventions that are tailored to each child’s specific needs. 

 

These include: 

 Little Wandle Phonics groups 

 Speech and Language following therapist advice 
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 ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) 

 

Teachers and Teaching Assistants receive on-going training to support children with 

SEND throughout the academic year. 

 

How accessible is the school environment?  

The following adaptations have been made to the school environment:   

• Disabled parking spot located near to the school entrance. 

• Disabled toilet access is available 

Our Accessibility Plan which describes the actions the school has taken to increase 

access to the environment, the curriculum and to printed information is available via 

the school website.    

 

What does the Special Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo) do? 

 

The school SENDCo is Mrs Shona Howell. She coordinates the SEND provision for 

all children with SEND in the school. This includes meeting with parents and other 

professionals, working with the head teacher and school governors, advising school 

staff and running interventions. 

 

Each term, Mrs Howell monitors every SEND child's progress and makes sure that 

interventions are effective and school is providing the best education. She also is 

the designated teacher for Children In Care (CIC), Previously Looked After Children 

(PLAC) and EAL (English as an Additional Language) teacher. 

 

If you feel you would like to meet with Mrs Howell, please contact the school office 

for an appointment. 

 

What does the Family Support Worker do? 

Mrs Mudway listens and provides pastoral support to children and their families, and 

is then able to signpost them to and liaise with outside agencies. She goes to both 

transition meetings and meets families at home. She may also complete 

bereavement work with children. She represents school at statutory meetings and is 

one of the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads. 
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What happens when I move schools? 

Starting at Coalway Community Infant School 

When children move into our school, we always liaise with the previous school or 

setting and find out as much about your child as possible to make sure transition is 

smooth. This includes transferring previous progress data and records. 

Parents/carers may request a visit to the school before starting, through the school 

office. 

 

Before starting in Reception, all children have planned visit days. Children who have 

input from an Advisory Teacher, are given an additional pre-school transition 

conference in the summer term where strategies and information can be shared 

between settings and parents/carers. 

 

Transferring to another school 

Coalway Community Infant School will liaise with staff from the new school to 

ensure strategies, reports and files are passed on to ensure a smooth transition. 

 

When moving to a new school for Year 3, visit days are planned throughout the 

summer term for all children. Additional visits can be arranged for those children 

and families who may benefit from this.  

For parents/carers of children who have an EHC plan, the new school is invited to 

the annual review in Year 2 to ensure smooth transition.  

 

Where can I find more information? 

School Policies 

Many of our policies are available to read on our school website – alternatively 

these can be requested at the school office, for example: 

 Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 

 Behaviour Policy 

 Anti-Bullying and Hate 

 EYFS  

 Pupil Equality, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Policy 

 Intimate Care Policy 

 Supporting children with medical conditions 

 Safeguarding and child protection 

 Accessibility Policy and Plan 
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LA Gloucestershire Council's local offer 

http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/localoffer.page 

 

Other Information 

Local Authority Information 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/sen 

 

Special Educational Needs and Disability Information Advice and Support Service 

(SENDIASS) Gloucestershire 

0800 158 3603 (on a landline) 

01452 389345 (on a mobile) 

http://sendiassglos.org.uk/ 

 

Independent Parental Special Education Advice 

0800 018 4016 

www.ipsea.org.uk 

 

National Autistic Society (NAS)  0808 800 4104 
        www.autism.org.uk/ 
 

Total Communication Training for parents - makaton 
http://www.totalcommunication.org.uk/gtc-course-one-training/ 
 
Understood – for learning and attention issues 
www.understood.org 

 

 

Arrangements for dealing with complaints from parents 

Should parents have any complaints it should be directed initially to the class 

teacher, SENDCo or Head teacher. The school will do its best to resolve any issues 

informally but if this fails there is then a formal complaints policy available on the 

school website. 

http://www.glosfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/gloucs/glosfamilies/localoffer.page
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/sen
http://sendiassglos.org.uk/
http://www.ipsea.org.uk/
http://www.autism.org.uk/
http://www.totalcommunication.org.uk/gtc-course-one-training/
http://www.understood.org/

